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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 8/16/04, and has been entered and made of 
record. Currently, claims 1, 4, and 6-19 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see pages 9 and 10, filed 8/16/04, with respect to the 
rejection(s)of independent claim(s) 1, 16, and 19 under 35 U.S.C.102(b), cited as being 
anticipated by Hirata et al (U.S. Patent Number 5,1 13,520), and independent claim 10 under 35 
U.S.C.103(a), cited as being unpatentable over Hirata et al in view of Hanamoto (U.S. Patent 
Number 5,152,001), have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has 
been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in 
view of Hirata et al and Ohta (U.S. Patent Number 5,448,376). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1, 4, 6, 9-13, and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hirata et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,1 13,520, cited in the Office action dated 
5/17/04) in view of Ohta (U.S. Patent Number 5,448,376). 

Regarding claim 7, Hirata discloses an image forming apparatus, comprising a first 
memory for storing image data (print data memory 45, column 2, lines 49 through 55), an image 
input unit for inputting the image data to the first memory (column 1, lines 44 through 54, and 
column 3, line 57 through column 4, line 44), a second memory for storing image forming 
conditions (key buffer 41, column 2, lines 39 through 44, column 2, lines 65 through 68, and 
column 3, lines 36 through 48), an image output unit for printing the image data stored in the 
first memory under the image forming conditions stored in the second memory (column 3, lines 
4 through 48, and column 6, lines 37 through 44), command unit for generating a command of 
discarding the image data being printed from the image output unit (cancel key 19, column 4, 
lines 50 through 64), an image data discarding controller (CPU 30) for discarding the image data 
stored in the first memory when the command of discarding the image data is generated by the 
command unit (column 2, lines 24 through 55, and column 4, lines 58 through 64), while 
maintaining the associated image forming conditions stored in the second memory (column 4, 
lines 50 through 64, and column 6, lines 37 through 51), a job stopping controller for stopping a 
print operation of a job being printed by the image output unit (being the job within the print 
reservation memory 46, column 2, lines 39 through 56, column 4, lies 45 through 64, and column 
6, lines 29 through 51), and an output control means for causing the output unit to output image 
data newly input from the image input unit under the maintained image forming conditions 
(column 4, lines 37 through 57, wherein as seen in Fig. 3B, at step S260, when an execute print 
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key is pressed, image data which was newly input by the image input unit, noted as the keyboard 
10, is printed during the printing routine in step S290), wherein the command unit generates a 
command of discarding the image data of the job stopped by the job stopping controller (column 
2, lines 24 through 55, and column 4, lines 58 through 64), and wherein the image data 
discarding controller discards the image data of the job stopped by the job stopping controller 
and maintains the image forming conditions of the job (column 4, lines 50 through 64, and 
column 6, lines 37 through 51). 

However, Hirata fails to expressly disclose of causing the output unit to output image 
data newly input from the image input unit after the discarding of image data from the first 
memory under the maintained image forming conditions. 

Ohta discloses an image forming apparatus (see Figs. 1 and 2), comprising a first memory 
for storing image data (image memory 2 and 13, seen in Figs. 1 and 2, column 4, lines 7-41, and 
column 5, lines 7-27), an image input unit for inputting the image data to the first memory 
(scanner 9, column 4, line 62-column 5, line 27), a second memory for storing image forming 
conditions (parameter ROM 11, column 4, lines 7-65), an image output unit for printing the 
image data stored in the first memory under the image forming conditions stored in the second 
memory (printer 14, column 4, line 66-column 5, line 46), command unit for generating a 
command of discarding the image data being printed from the image output unit (column 8, lines 
3-19), and an output control means for causing the output unit to output image data newly input 
from the image input unit after the discarding of image data from the first memory under the 
maintained image forming conditions (column 8, lines 3-41). 
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Hirata & Ohta are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that print scanned data based on conditions stored in a memory. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to consider Hirata' s 
system to output image data newly input from the image input unit after the discarding of image 
data from the first memory under the maintained image forming conditions, as recognized by 
Ohta. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Hirata' s system would 
become more efficient with the addition of Ohta's teachings, since image forming parameters 
would not need to be reloaded for each newly input image, as recognized by Ohta in column 1, 
line 37-column 2, line 59. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of 
Ohta with the system of Hirata to obtain the invention as specified in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 4, Hirata and Ohta disclose the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 1, and Hirata further teaches of means for changing the maintained image 
forming conditions (column 2, lines 1 1 through 68, and column 3, lines 20 through 56). 

Regarding claim 6, Hirata and Ohta disclose the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 1, and Ohta further teaches that the image input unit is an image reader for 
reading the image from the original and acquiring the image data, wherein the image output unit 
and the image reader operate independently (see Figs. 1 and 2, and column 4, line 42-column 5, 
line 27). 

Hirata & Ohta are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that print scanned data based on conditions stored in a memory. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have Hirata' s 
system further include an image reader that operates independently of the output unit, as 
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recognized by Ohta. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Hirata' s 
system would become more user-friendly with the addition of Ohta's teachings, since scanning 
functions and printing functions would be performed independently through the same apparatus, 
as recognized by Ohta in column 1, line 37-column 2, line 59. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to. combine the teachings of Ohta with the system of Hirata to obtain the invention as 
specified in claim 6. 

Regarding claim 9, Hirata and Ohta disclose the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 1, and Hirata further teaches that the image output unit is a printer for printing an 
image on a paper based on the image data (column 3, lines 4 through 17). 

Regarding claim 10, Hirata discloses an image forming apparatus, comprising an image 
reader for acquiring image data of an original (column 1, lines 31 through 54), an image memory 
for storing image data acquired by the image reader (print data memory 45, column 2, lines 49 
through 55), a mode memory for storing image forming conditions selected for the acquired 
image data (key buffer 41, column 2, lines 39 through 44, column 2, lines 65 through 68, and 
column 3, lines 36 through 48), a printer for printing an image on paper, based on the image data 
stored in the image memory, under the image forming conditions stored in the mode memory 
(column 3, lines 4 through 48, and column 6, lines 37 through 44), a command unit for 
generating a command of discarding the image data being printed by the printer (cancel key 19, 
column 4, lines 50 through 64), an image data discarding controller (CPU 30) for discarding the 
image data stored in the image memory when the command of discarding the image data is 
generated by the command unit (column 2, lines 24 through 55, and column 4, lines 58 through 
64), while maintaining the associated image forming conditions stored in the mode memory 
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(column 4, lines 50 through 64, and column 6, lines 37 through 51), and a job stopping controller 
for stopping a print operation of a job being printed by the printer (being the job within the print 
reservation memory 46, column 2, lines 39 through 56, column 4, lines 45 through 64, and 
column 6, lines 29 through 51), wherein the command unit generates a command of discarding 
the image data of the job stopped by the job stopping controller (column 2, lines 24 through 55, 
and column 4, lines 58 through 64), and wherein the image data discarding controller discards 
the image data of the job stopped by the job stopping controller and maintains the image forming 
conditions of the job (column 4, lines 50 through 64, and column 6, lines 37 through 51). 

However, Hirata fails to expressly disclose of an image reader for reading an original and 
acquiring image data of the original, and a print control unit for causing the printer to print 
another image data newly read by the image reader under the maintained image forming 
conditions in the mode memory. Further, Hirata fails to expressly disclose of causing the printer 
to print another image data newly read by the image reader after the discarding of image data 
from the image memory under the maintained image forming conditions. 

Ohta discloses an image forming apparatus (see Figs. 1 and 2), comprising an image 
reader for reading an original and acquiring by the image reader (scanner 9, column 4, line 62- 
column 5, line 27), an image memory for storing image data acquired by the image reader (image 
memory 2 and 13, seen in Figs. 1 and 2, column 4, lines 7-41, and column 5, lines 7-27), a mode 
memory for storing image forming conditions selected for the acquired image data (parameter 
ROM 11, column 4, lines 7-65), a printer for printing an image on a paper, based on the image 
data stored in the image memory, under the image forming conditions in the mode memory 
(printer 14, column 4, line 66-column 5, line 46), command unit for generating a command of 
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discarding the image data being printed by the printer (column 8, lines 3-19), and an print control 
unit for causing the printer to print another image data newly read by the image reader after the 
discarding of image data from the image memory under the maintained image forming 
conditions in the mode memory (column 8, lines 3-41). 

Hirata & Ohta are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that print scanned data based on conditions stored in a memory. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to consider Hirata' s 
system to output image data newly input from the image input unit after the discarding of image 
data from the image memory under the maintained image forming conditions, as recognized by 
Ohta. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Hirata' s system would 
become more efficient with the addition of Ohta's teachings, since image forming parameters 
would not need to be reloaded for each newly input image, as recognized by Ohta in column 1, 
line 37-column 2, line 59. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of 
Ohta with the system of Hirata to obtain the invention as specified in claim 10. 

Regarding claim 11, Hirata and Ohta disclose the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 10, and Hirata further teaches of a changing means for changing the maintained 
image forming conditions (column 2, lines 1 1 through 68, and column 3, lines 20 through 56). 

Regarding claim 12, Hirata and Ohta disclose the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 10, and Hirata further teaches that the image reader and the printer operate 
independently (column 1, lines 37 through 54), and the image memory stores image data for a 
plurality of jobs (column 2, lines 39 through 64, and column 5, lines 6 through 66). 
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Regarding claim 73, Hirata and Ohta disclose the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 12, and Hirata further teaches of a print control unit that gives priority to a new 
job for printing under the maintained forming conditions over the rest of the jobs on a waiting 
list (column 5, line 15 through column 6, line 28). 

Regarding claim 16, Hirata discloses an image forming method, comprising storing 
image data in an image memory (print data memory 45, column 2, lines 49 through 55), storing 
image forming conditions for the image data in a memory (key buffer 41, column 2, lines 39 
through 44, column 2, lines 65 through 68, and column 3, lines 36 through 48), printing an image 
on a paper (column 3, lines 4 through 17), based on the image data stored in the image memory, 
under the image forming conditions stored in the memory (column 3, lines 20 through 48, and 
column 6, lines 37 through 44), generating a command of discarding the image data whose 
image is being printed (cancel key 19, column 4, lines 50 through 64), stopping a print operation 
of the image data being printed and erasing the image data from the image memory in response 
to the command, while maintaining the associated image forming conditions in the memory 
(column 4, lines 50 through 64, and column 6, lines 37 through 51), acquiring new image data 
and storing the new image data and storing the new image data in the image memory (column 5, 
line 54 through column 6, line 36), and printing a new image on a paper, based on the newly 
acquired image data, under the image forming conditions maintained in the memory (column 6, 
lines 37 through 51, whereby as seen in Fig. 3B, at step S260, when an execute print key is 
pressed, image data which was newly input by the image input unit, noted as the keyboard 10, is 
printed during the printing routine in step S290). 
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However, Hirata fails to expressly disclose of printing a new image on paper based on the 
new image data acquired after the discarding of image data from the image memory, under the 
image forming conditions maintained in the memory. 

Ohta discloses an image forming method (see Fig. 1), comprising storing image data in 
an image memory (image memory 2 and 13, seen in Figs. 1 and 2, column 4, lines 7-41, and 
column 5, lines 7-27), storing image forming conditions for the image data in a memory 
(parameter ROM 11, column 4, lines 7-65), printing an image on a paper, based on the image 
data stored in the image memory, under the image forming conditions stored in the memory (via 
printer 14, column 4, line 66-column 5, line 46), generating a command of discarding the image 
data whose image is being printed (column 8, lines 3-19), and printing a new image on a paper, 
based on the new image data acquired after the discarding of image data from the image 
memory, under the image forming conditions maintained in the memory (column 8, lines 3-41). 

Hirata & Ohta are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that print scanned data based on conditions stored in a memory. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to consider Hirata' s 
system to output image data newly input from the image input unit after the discarding of image 
data from the first memory under the maintained image forming conditions, as recognized by 
Ohta. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Hirata' s system would 
become more efficient with the addition of Ohta's teachings,' since image forming parameters 
would not need to be reloaded for each newly input image, as recognized by Ohta in column 1, 
line 37-column 2, line 59. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of 
Ohta with the system of Hirata to obtain the invention as specified in claim 16. 
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Regarding claim 17, Hirata and Ohta disclose the image forming method discussed above 
in claim 16, and Hirata further teaches of the step of changing the maintained image forming 
conditions (column 2, lines 1 1 through 68, and column 3, lines 20 through 56). 

Regarding claim 18, Hirata and Ohta disclose the image forming method discussed above ; 
in claim 16, and Hirata further teaches of the step of printing image data of another print job on a 
waiting list after the newly acquired image data has completely been printed (column 5, line 15 
through column 6, line 51). 

Regarding claim 19, Hirata discloses an image forming apparatus, comprising a first 
memory for storing image data (print data memory 45, column 2, lines 49 through 55), a second 
memory for storing image forming conditions (key buffer 41, column 2, lines 39 through 44, 
column 2, lines 65 through 68, and column 3, lines 36 through 48), an image output unit for 
printing the image data stored in a first memory under the image forming conditions stored in the 
second memory (column 3, lines 4 through 48, and column 6, lines 37 through 44), a command 
unit for generating a command of discarding the image data being printed from the image output 
unit (cancel key 19, column 4, lines 50 through 64), an image data discarding controller (CPU 
30) for discarding the image data stored in the first memory when the command of discarding the 
image data is generated by the command means (column 2, lines 24 through 55, and column 4, 
lines 58 through 64), while maintaining the associated image forming conditions stored in the 
second memory (column 4, lines 50 through 64, and column 6, lines 37 through 51), and a job 
stopping controller for stopping a print operation of a job being printed by the image output unit 
(being the job within the print reservation memory 46, column 2, lines 39 through 56, column 4, 
lies 45 through 64, and column 6, lines 29 through 51), wherein the command unit generates a 
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command of discarding the image data of the job stopped by the job stopping controller (column 
2, lines 24 through 55, and column 4, lines 58 through 64), and wherein the image data 
discarding controller discards the image data of the job stopped by the job stopping controller 
and maintains the image forming conditions of the job (column 4, lines 50 through 64, and 
column 6, lines 37 through 51), an image input unit for inputting image data to the first memory 
(column 1, lines .44 through 54, and column 3, line 57 through column 4, line 44), and an output 
control unit for causing the output unit to output image data newly input from the image input 
unit under the maintained image forming conditions (column 4, lines 37 through 57), wherein the 
first memory stores a plurality of image data, and the output control means gives priority to the 
newly inputted image data to be printed under the maintained image forming conditions over the 
rest of the image data (column 3, line 36 through column 4, line 57, whereby as seen in Fig. 3B, 
at step S260, when an execute print key is pressed, image data which was newly input by the 
image input unit, noted as the keyboard 10, is printed during the printing routine in step S290). 

However, Hirata fails to expressly disclose of causing the output unit to output image 
data newly input from the image input unit after the discarding of image data from the first 
memory under the maintained image forming conditions. 

Ohta discloses an image forming apparatus (see Figs. 1 and 2), comprising a first memory 
for storing image data (image memory 2 and 13, seen in Figs. 1 and 2, column 4, lines 7-41, and 
column 5, lines 7-27), a second memory for storing image forming conditions (parameter ROM 
1 1, column 4, lines 7-65), an image output unit for printing the image data stored in the first 
memory under the image forming conditions stored in the second memory (printer 14, column 4, 
line 66-column 5, line 46), command unit for generating a command of discarding the image 



Application/Control Number: 09/23 8, 1 63 Page 1 3 

Art Unit: 2622 

data being printed from the image output unit (column 8, lines 3rl9), ail image input unit for 
inputting the image data to the first memory (scanner 9, column 4, line 62-column 5, line 27), 
and an output control means for causing the output unit to output image data newly input from 
the image input unit after the discarding of image data from the first memory under the 
maintained image forming conditions (column 8, lines 3-41). 

Hirata & Ohta are combinable because they are from the same field of endeavor, being 
systems that print scanned data based on conditions stored in a memory. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to consider Hirata' s 
system to output image data newly input from the image input unit after the discarding of image 
data from the first memory under the maintained image forming conditions, as recognized by 
Ohta. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Hirata' s system would 
become more efficient with the addition of Ohta' s teachings, since image forming parameters 
would not need to be reloaded for each newly input image, as recognized by Ohta in column 1, 
line 37-column 2, line 59. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of 
Ohta with the system of Hirata to obtain the invention as specified in claim 19. 

5. Claims 7, 8, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hirata et al (U.S. Patent Number 5,1 13,520, cited in the Office action dated 5/17/04) in view of 
Ohta (U.S. Patent Number 5,448,376), and further in view of Hanamoto (U.S. Patent Number 
5,152,001, cited in the Office action dated 5/17/04). 

Regarding claim 7, Hirata and Ohta disclose the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 6, but fail to expressly disclose if when the image reader is reading another 
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original, the command unit generates a command of suspending the reading operation, and at the 
same time, it generates a command of discarding the image data to be printed. 

Hanamoto discloses an image forming apparatus, comprising a first memory for storing 
image data (electrical load 54, column 40 through 53), a second memory for storing image 
forming conditions (column 2, lines 20 through 38, and column 4, lines 48 through 57), an image 
output unit for printing the image data stored in the first memory under the image forming 
conditions stored in the second memory (column 3, lines 17 through 54), a command unit for 
generating a command of discarding the image data being printed from the image output unit 
(column 4, lines 8 through 35), an image data discarding controller for discarding the image data 
stored in the first memory when the command of discarding the image data is generated by the 
command unit (column 4, lines 8 through 60), while maintaining the associated image forming 
conditions stored in the second memory (column 4, lines 8 through 35). Further, Hanamoto 
teaches that the image input unit is an image reader for reading the image from the original and 
acquiring the image data (column 3, lines 32 through 47), wherein the image output unit and the 
image reader operate independently (column 3, lines 17 through 47). Additionally, Hanamoto 
teaches that the image reader is reading another original, the command unit generates a 
command of suspending the reading operation, and at the same time, it generates a command of 
discarding the image data to be printed (column 3, line 32 through column 4, line 60, and column 
6, lines 8 through 57). 

Hirata, Ohta, & Hanamoto are combinable because they are each in the same field of 
endeavor, as they all are systems that process input data, and they print an image on paper as an 
output. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
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the art to modify Hirata and Ohta's system with the teachings of Hanamoto. The 
suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Hirata and Ohta's system would 
become more widely used, since image data would be able to be input through a scanner, as 
recognized by Hanamoto, therein allowing users to process more types of image data. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Hanamoto with the system of Hirata and 
Ohta to obtain the invention as specified in claim 7. 

Regarding claim 8, Hirata and Ohta disclose the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 6, but fail to expressly disclose if when the image reader is reading another 
original, the command unit generates a command of discarding the image data to be printed after 
the reading operation for another original has been completed. 

Hanamoto discloses an image forming apparatus, comprising a first memory for storing 
image data (electrical load 54, column 40 through 53), a second memory for storing image 
forming conditions (column 2, lines 20 through 38, and column 4, lines 48 through 57), an image 
output unit for printing the image data stored in the first memory under the image forming 
conditions stored in the second memory (column 3, lines 17 through 54), a command unit for 
generating a command of discarding the image data being printed from the image output unit 
(column 4, lines 8 through 35), an image data discarding controller for discarding the image data 
stored in the first memory when the command of discarding the image data is generated by the 
command unit (column 4, lines 8 through 60), while maintaining the associated image forming 
conditions stored in' the second memory (column 4, lines 8 through 35). Further, Hanamoto 
teaches that the image input unit is an image reader for reading the image from the original and 
acquiring the image data (column 3, lines 32 through 47), wherein the image output unit and the 
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image reader operate independently (column 3, lines 17 through 47). Additionally, Hanamoto 
further teaches that if the image reader is reading another original, the command unit generates a 
command of discarding the image data to be printed after the reading operation for another 
original has been completed (column 3, line 32 through column 4, line 60, and column 6, lines 8 
through 57). 

Hirata, Ohta, & Hanamoto are combinable because they are each in the same field of 
endeavor, as they all are systems that process input data, and they print an image on paper as an 
output. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Hirata and Ohta's system with the teachings of Hanamoto. The 
suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Hirata and Ohta's system would 
become more widely used, since image data would be able to be input through a scanner, as 
recognized by Hanamoto, therein allowing users to process more types of image data. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Hanamoto with the system of Hirata and 
Ohta to obtain the invention as specified in claim 8. 

Regarding claim 14, Hirata and Ohta disclose the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 12, but fail to expressly disclose if the image reader is reading another original, 
the command unit generates a command of suspending the reading operation, and at the same 
time, it generates a command of discarding the image data to be printed. 

Hanamoto discloses an image forming apparatus, comprising an image reader for reading 
an original and acquiring image data of an original (column 3, lines 17 through 54), a mode 
memory for storing image forming conditions selected for the acquired image data (read-write 
memory 55), a printer for printing an image on paper, based on the image data stored in the 
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image memory, under the image forming conditions stored in the mode memory (column 3, line 
48 through column 4, line 35), a command unit for generating a command of discarding the 
image data being printed by the printer (column 4, lines 8 through 35), an image data discarding 
controller for discarding the image data stored in the image memory when the command of 
discarding the image data is generated by the command unit (column 4, lines 8 through 60), 
while maintaining the associated image forming conditions stored in the mode memory (column 
4, lines 8 through 35), and a print control unit for causing the printer to print another image data 
newly read by the image reader under the maintained image forming conditions in the mode 
memory (column 3, line 32 through column 4, line 60, and column 5, lines 24 through 63). 

Further, Hanamoto teaches that if the image reader is reading another original, the 
command unit generates a command of suspending the reading operation, and at the same time, 
it generates a command of discarding the image data to be printed (column 3, line 32 through 
column 4, line 60, and column 6, lines 8 through 57). 

Hirata, Ohta, & Hanamoto are combinable because they are each in the same field of 
endeavor, as they all are systems that process input data, and they print an image on paper as an 
output. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Hirata and Ohta's system with the teachings of Hanamoto. The 
suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Hirata and Ohta's system would 
become more widely used, since image data would be able to be input through a scanner, as 
recognized by Hanamoto, therein allowing users to process more types of image data. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Hanamoto with the system of Hirata and 
Ohta to obtain the invention as specified in claim 14. 
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Regarding claim 75, Hirata and Ohta disclose the image forming apparatus discussed 
above in claim 12, but fail to expressly disclose if the image reader is reading another original, 
the command unit generates a command of discarding the image data to be printed after the 
reading operation for another original has been completed. 

Hanamoto discloses an image forming apparatus, comprising an image reader for reading 
an original and acquiring image data of an original (column 3, lines 17 through 54), a mode 
memory for storing image forming conditions selected for the acquired image data (read-write 
memory 55), a printer for printing an image on paper, based on the image data stored in the 
image memory, under the image forming conditions stored in the mode memory (column 3, line 
48 through column 4, line 35), a command unit for generating a command of discarding the 
image data being printed by the printer (column 4, lines 8 through 35), an image data discarding 
controller for discarding the image data stored in the image memory when the command of 
. discarding the image data is generated by the command unit (column 4, lines 8 through 60), 
while maintaining the associated image forming conditions stored in the mode memory (column 
4, lines 8 through 35), and a print control unit for causing the printer to print another image data 
newly read by the image reader under the maintained image forming conditions in the mode 
memory (column 3, line 32 through column 4, line 60, and column 5, lines 24 through 63). 

Further, Hanamoto teaches that if the image reader is reading another original, the 
command unit generates a command of discarding the image data to be printed after the reading 
operation for another original has been completed (column 3, line 32 through column 4, line 60, 
and column 6, lines 8 through 57). 
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Hirata, Ohta, & Hanamoto are combinable because they are each in the same field of 
endeavor, as they all are systems that process input data, and they print an image on paper as an 
output. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Hirata and Ohta's system with the teachings of Hanamoto. The 
suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been that Hirata and Ohta's system would 
become more widely used, since image data would be able to be input through a scanner, as 
recognized by Hanamoto, therein allowing users to process more types of image data. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Hanamoto with the system of Hirata and 
Ohta to obtain the invention as specified in claim 15. 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 
6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

Yoshida (U.S. Patent Number 5,422,729) discloses a system that stores information in a 
memory and prints image data based on the stored information; and 

Takayanagi (U.S. Patent Number 5,251,297) discloses a printing system that includes an 
image data storing memory and a parameter storing memory. 
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Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (703) 305-0146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (703) 305-4712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Joseph R. Pokrzywa 

Examiner 
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